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Within the framework of the present union structure and 
the present state of consciousness and organization of 
the rank-and-file, he will most often tend to compromise 
with the company. The business agent would prefer to 
maintain a workable, non-antagonistic relationship with 
the company. Because of the nature of his job, he must 
deal with the company on a day-to-day basis, resolving 
grievances, daily problems, and negotiating contracts. 
He would prefer not to be in constant antagonism with the 
company. Generally, he would prefer a peaceful relation- 
ship, in which each side is willing to give a little when 
necessary and compromises can easily be made. This peace- 
ful situation between the business agent and the company 
would make his job much easier. 

Naturally, the personal "tendencies and personality 
of the business agent will also play a role in his actions. 
Hut the only valid analysis that can be a guide to our 
practice, is to look at the objective conditions of the 
business agent and the forces he has to face. 

From the above, it is clear that the business agent 
is neither, by nature, a tool of the ruling class nor, by 
nature, a tool of the working class, but a vacillating 
element. He can be a vacillating ally of the working class s 
he can be a part of a united front against the ruling class. 
Our job is to try to organize a strong and independent 
rank-and-file, a consistent force that is respected and 
supported by the people. If we have a correct policy to- 
wards the business agent - respect his interests of main- 
taining his job - then we might be able to force him to 
serve the rank and file. 



HAWA^eMeMT AMD LA00K Mu$r 
co-oreR&re... I'll Qvb the oRvete 
and you cpopewe Bi ogey/^ rtteM..." 
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Electoral Politics in California 

The Battle Against Prop 10 

by James Collins 
nom MNNMaNnftaNMMaMaMMMaaasaaiMaaaNNpaaai 

Proposition 10 , a recent statewide attempt by landlords 
and real estate interests in California to remove existing 
local rent control ordinances and guarantee rent increases 
which would "keep pace with inflation" was defeated by 
voters 2 to 1 in June, 1980. What caused renters, tenant 
organizations, homeowners, media, local governments, 
politicians and movie stars to unite in opposition to the 
landlords fraudulent media campaign for "Fair Rents and 
Reasonable Rent Controls"? What is the recent history 
ol the housing crisis and the rent control struggle in 
California? Who backed 10? What was the tactic of the 
tenants' movement in defeating 10? We think the struggle 
around Prop 10, the analysis behind it, the opposing forces, 
and how it was conducted can be useful to the progressive 
movement in this country. The following is an interview 
with a friend who was deeply involved in the movement. 

cLifor nia? n ^ 6Xplain the recent housing crisis in 

of PronnJt?nn t ^° US H ng Cri3iS began before the Passage 
01 Proposition 13 and was caused by housing speculation 

conversions, large migrations into Calif Irnil and high' 
interest rates. Particularly massive housing' speculation 
made housing nr pp<? r-^a a «,i v • t + w««j.ne opeuuxeiLion 

owners and rpnwf/!u? bu ^ lt Su PP or *t amongst home- 
owners and renters for the Jarvis-Gann "tax-revolt" and 

reba?efbf Jarvi'T "^ Wh i le renterS W ^ e Poised rent 
" lJ , y JarV i S 5 ror ?u 13 ' they ^t neither rebates nor 

imatelfl^i ^n?^' the b ^ of the money f ™ m 13, approx- 
C ?2iSi°M^^ ^ ^^ -orations, The 
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